WE MAKE
BOATS
PERFORM
BETTER.

Introducing The Express Joystick System (EJS®) DC
Rob & Annette Scard - Riviera 51 “Escapade”
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Rob & Annette Scard provided input into the development,
trials and install of the new Twin Disc Express Joystick
System (EJS®) DC System and have kindly offered their
feedback on the product and their experience.

WHERE DO YOU DO MOST OF YOUR BOATING?

We liveaboard our boat at Tin Can Bay Marina in the Great
Sandy Straits. Most of our boating occurs in and around the
waters of Hervey Bay and the Sandy Straits, and we regularly
trek north spending time at many of the wonderful boating
locations including The Whitsundays.

WHAT BOATS HAVE YOU OWNED PREVIOUSLY?

We've been boating most of our lives and started with Cruise
Craft trailer boats when we lived in Sydney. We moved to
Caloundra and bought a Caribbean Crusader which we used
for regular fishing and camping trips. When we retired we
bought a Riviera 37 and spent a lot of time travelling up and
down the east coast over the 7 years we owned the boat. With
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a love of boating and the boating lifestyle we decided to
upgrade to a larger boat to liveaboard and searched for
a 47 Riviera. Many of our trips inspecting boats found
us visiting WA and it was while we in Fremantle that we
discovered a 51 Riviera was for sale, so we bought the
boat and Escapade is now our home based in Tin Can
Bay Marina.

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT EJS DC?

We'd been on the Twin Disc demonstration boat
Revolution at a boat show and had a demo of the EJS
and we were very impressed with the responsiveness
and performance of the system. Annette tried the
system at the time and just found it so easy to use, so
we then decided that the next boat we bought had to
have the Twin Disc EJS or a Quickshift transmission to
allow us to install the EJS.

WHAT IMPRESSED YOU MOST ABOUT THE
CONCEPT?

The finite control, sensitivity and responsiveness was
just so impressive. You only have to move the joystick
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marginally and you get an immediate and accurate
response. Being a Helicopter pilot | was impressed with
the comparisons when it comes to control, with small
inputs leading to accurate outputs, similar to what you
experience when flying an aircraft.

HAS THE SYSTEM PERFORMED TO YOUR
EXPECTATIONS?

Exceeded our expectations. When we leave the marina
at Tin Can Bay there is some close-quarters navigating
through tight channels, so | prefer to use the EJS when
heading out because of the level of control versus the
throttles and the steering. But it really comes into its
own when we berth. | can move the boat on a dime

and when berthing | simply hold Escapade close to the
marina allowing Annette to safely and easily hop off the
boat and prepare the ropes, regardless of wind, current
etc, it’s just so responsive and takes all the hassle out of
berthing. | don't like to leave the helm anytime, but | have
such confidence in the EJS system that | can engage
the thrusters to hold against the marina and I’'m more
than happy to leave the helm and tie up if need be.
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BEING A PILOT AND HAVING AN APPRECIATION
FOR OPTIMAL PERFORMANCE FROM YOUR
ENGINEERING, ARE THERE SIMILARITIES TO THE
PERFORMANCE OF EJS DC?

When operating aircraft you know the equipment is
very responsive and precise, with small inputs leading
to accurate outputs as | mentioned before, and you

can rely on the performance. The EJS is very similar
and being involved in the development of the product |
know that the engineering that sits behind the system is
designed, built and installed to achieve this.

WHAT WAS YOUR SALES, INSTALL AND SERVICE
EXPERIENCE LIKE WITH TWIN DISC?

Seamless. The whole process was seamless from
the install, testing to commissioning. Annette was so
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impressed with the professionalism and knowledge of
the install team. During testing we found we needed

a bigger thruster motor so the guys contacted Side
Power, arranged the bigger motor and it was picked
up and installed within a few hours. I've also had to
ring the guys a few times to ask questions and get
information and | can call any of the team anytime and
they are only too happy to take my calls. The whole
team is there for you. Great examples of the service
and responsiveness of the team.

HAS IT CHANGED THE WAY YOU USE AND
HANDLE YOUR BOAT?

It hasn’t changed the way we use our boat it’s just
made using our boat so much easier and hassle

free, particular when navigating in tight channels or
especially when berthing. “It just makes my
life so much easier and stress free when
preparing the ropes and tieing up. | can get
on and off easily when we come into the
berth and | have the confidence to know I'm
not going to hurt myself”, said Annette.

WHAT WOULD YOU SAY TO SOMEONE
CONSIDERING EJS DC?

Sensational system, just do it. Takes any of
the hassles out of berthing and gives you
great control. People in the marina always
comment that they can’t believe how much
control the system gives you of the boat.

TWIN DISC PACIFIC PTY LTD
40 Telford Street

Virginia QLD 4014 Australia
Phone: +61 (7) 3265-1200

Web: www.twindisc.com.au
Email: info@twindisc.com.au
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EC300 EXPRESS JOYSTICK SYSTEM® RELEASED FOR USE
WITH NON-TWIN DISC PROPORTIONAL DC THRUSTER SYSTEMS

The Express Joystick System is now available to is limited by the DC thruster model, size, and battery
be integrated with non-Twin Disc proportionally supply; DC thrusters have limited operating time. Al
controlled DC thrusters. Twin Disc has developed EJS applications must be reviewed by Twin Disc in
a protocol translating module (Communications order to confirm proper thruster Make, Model and
Module) to allow communicating with SAE J1939 Sizing to meet expected Joystick performance. This
(CAN) based thruster systems. This release includes release is only for use with Side Power S-Link™

a communication module for Side Power S-Link™ proportionally controlled DC thruster systems.

proportionally controlled DC thruster systems. These Communications Modules for additional thruster
systems require a unique module, S1035527, in order  systems will become available in the future.

to meet their specific CAN messaging requirements

for DC thrusters.

An EJS® system used with a
Side Power thruster system
requires the new communication
module and the same adapter
harnesses previously published
for Side Power Hydraulic
thrusters, to interface the f e DR ey \
EC300JS controller to the |
thruster system. (see diagram |
below) The thruster system is |
supplied complete from the |
|
|
[

Express Joystick System” (EJ5”)
For use with non-Twin Disc thruster systems

EC300JS

\
Proportional DC
Bow Thruster

thruster manufacturer, eliminating

thrusters, control panels and

harnesses from EJS scope. This

makes retrofitting an EJS system L
to vessels with Quickshift®

marine transmissions and EC300

controls much less complicated

and less costly.

When fitted to DC Thrusters, the
Express Positioning feature is
not available. EJS performance

Proportional DC

\
\
\
|
_
' EC300JS

Display

EC300
Display ' ‘ ‘
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